FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE            IQ
of her cousins had fallen in love with her, but,
apart from the fact that she did not feel any deep
affection for him, Florence held strong views on
marriage between cousins. She had a deep
respect for Richard Monckton ^Milnes (later Lord
Houghton) which her mother hoped would
blossom into love. Milnes, then on the threshold
of his amazing career, was introduced to Florence
through the Palmerstons in 1845, an<^ was a
frequent visitor to the Nightingale home during
the next three years. But Florence was destined
never to marry.1 She may not have been in-
capable of a great passion^ but she never ex-
perienced one. A close friendship and a strong
affection developed between her and the witty
and learned Milnes3 but she considered that
marriage with him would preclude her from
adopting a career, and her feeling for her dis-
tinguished suitor did not justify such a sacrifice.
The first step in the career for which Florence
had denied herself a great marriage had not yet
been taken, but by 1844 she was convinced that
her future lay in nursing. When any of her rela-
tives fell ill, Florence begged to be allowed to
take charge of the sick-room, and in a circle
which included nine uncles and aunts, most of
them with children, her services were frequently
called upon. Mrs. Nightingale had no objection
to nursing so long as it was kept within the family,
and Florence, in attending to the ailing, found a
1 When she became famous after the Crimean. War, she received \
many offers of marriage from unknown persons,   ce T mnM " <h*